Reviews for The Evolution of Glory Loomis

5.0 out of 5 starsThis book offers the most charming and delightful writing I've ...

This book offers the most charming and delightful writing I've ever had the pleasure of reading.
And its title character matches the writing perfectly. 

-  Judy Guss T.

5.0 out of 5 starsand what may well be a first-of-its kind love story as Steven Spielberg meets Judy Blume
~~~

Michael Bassen’s Y/A novel The Evolution of Glory Loomis mixes science fiction and fantasy and is set in Long Island, Manhattan, and Connecticut. The near-future narrative features a half-dozen mysteries, two complementary adventures, and what may well be a first-of-its kind love story as Steven Spielberg meets Judy Blume!
The novel is also a familiar coming-of-age story, one that is skewed by the protagonist’s extraordinary intellect and extra-human emotions. These include feelings that Glory describes in Speaksong, a language she created.

Thematically, Evolution explores questions such as, How would a truly superior being think, feel, talk and act? What powers, other than the usual, might she have? What would make the world a better place for her and all other humans? And what responsibilities does the main character bear to each?

Moving beyond multicultural to extra-cultural, The Evolution of Glory Loomis will draw readers of all ages into a near-future that is simultaneously entertaining and educational. Teachers will especially find this Y/A novel of particular interest because Glory's vocabulary improves and becomes more sophisticated as she evolves! What a great example of what language arts teachers want their students to emulate! They can also pair Evolution with Jostein Gaarder’s international Y/A best-seller, Sophie’s World. But everywhere, as its title promises, this winning novel looks not to the past, but to a better future for everyone.

For those seeking a Y/A novel that is both engaging and of clear literary merit, they need look no further. This novel is a winner!

Christopher Douglass
Scarsdale High School English Department Chairman, retired
Educational Consultant
Norwalk Community College Adjunct Instructor

~~~
"The Evolution of Glory Loomis" is an innovative and imaginative blend of the paranormal and coming-of-age that opens in Sackatucket, Long Island where thirteen year old Glory Loomis on the cusp of changes in her life not only discovers a mysterious science- fiction novel at the local Book Bin whose characters mirror her own life and that of her family, but who is suddenly beset by strange flu-like symptoms that transform her mentally and physically into a metasapien; a super- human. By day Glory is a normal eight grader but at night she transforms into an" entrepreneurial mastermind implementing global strategy to change the world " in awe-inspiring ways.

Hunted by the dogged agents and hirelings of Fareau & Sons, a pharmaceutical company determined to profit from her super-human abilities, twists and turns in the story not only have Glory eluding their plans but spawning a flu that spreads globally bringing cheer, hope and creativity to the world.

Threads in this mesmerizing plot include newspaper reporter Walter Paulson's struggle to uncover the strange activities at the museum and his conversion at the mysterious theme park; the involvement of "modern-day renaissance genius Omar Merryman" in the mystery and illusion of the attractions at Bailey's Kosmic Kingdom; but also the awakening of supersapien Peter Smith. Into this unique and imaginative tale Michael Bassen entwines a new musical language, intricate math equations and Euphotigenic output that spreads joy and cheer. With wit and realism the author captures the fear and trepidation of a teen caught in the whirlwind of weird and terrifying changes . Even the romance that blossoms between Glory and Peter is filled with the stress of secrets that until resolved keep them from finding happiness. Mixed in with the dynamics of family and friends are mysterious secrets and teenage romance which captivate the reader from beginning to end.

The plot is well-developed and entertaining but it's the treasure-trove of haunting characters that enliven the action. Glory Eleanor Loomis the high-strung, impressionable eighth grader is joined by her amorous but often befuddled parents Joe and Maryann; smart and trustworthy friends Francine Kim and Tiffany Lopez; her charming, laid-back but gifted brother Michael; egotistical Merryman; and the soft-hearted, determined Walter Paulson. Yet it's the Spragues' single-minded, ruthless pursuit of Glory that adds a chill to the tale.

I liked "The Evolution of Glory Loomis" with its spin on familiar themes like Roswell abductions, superheroes and a young girl's coming-of age. I highly recommend it to readers of all ages. 

- Believer
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